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After suffering shocking defeats in the presidential, congressional, and gubernatorial elections in
July, and in the August gubernatorial race in Chiapas, the long-governing Partido Revolucionario
Institucional (PRI) recovered by winning significant victories in the Veracruz municipal and state
legislative elections. The PRI won 120 of the 210 mayoral seats and 20 of the 24 directly elected posts
in the state legislature in the Veracruz elections, held on Sept. 3.
In the mayoral races, the PRI recovered control of the governments of Orizaba, Coatzacoalcos,
and Minatitlan. Minatitlan and Coatzacoalcos had been governed by the center- left Partido de
la Revolucion Democratica (PRD), while Orizaba was previously in the hands of the conservative
Partido Accion Nacional (PAN). The PRI's strong showing was partly because of the popularity of
Gov. Miguel Aleman Velasco, who campaigned actively for candidates from his party.
In addition to the seats won through direct election, the PRI will receive another seven seats based
on the percentage of the vote received, giving the party 27 seats in the next legislature. "[The
congressional victories] will ensure the continuity of the governor's projects," said Raul Ramos
Vicarte, president of the PRI in Veracruz state. But Ramos also credited "the intense work" of PRI
members throughout the state for the party's strong showing. Still, some opposition leaders accused
the PRI of resorting to its old tactics of bribing voters with food, building materials, and other items
to gain support for its candidates.
In addition, they said Aleman and other PRI elected officials used the news media to promote their
public- works projects in the days leading to the election. "By stooping so low, it takes away from the
transparency of the elections," said a representative for the PRD state organization in Veracruz. The
PRI may have also benefitted from a low voter turnout, with only 48% of registered voters casting
ballots. Electoral authorities said heavy rain in many parts of the state and the televised broadcast of
a game played by Mexico's national soccer team may have kept many voters from the polls.

PRI snatches key mayoral seats from PAN, PRD
The PAN's performance in the Veracruz elections was deemed disappointing, since the party had
been expected to continue the momentum begun in July with the election of former Guanajuato
Gov. Vicente Fox as Mexico's next president (see SourceMex, 2000-07-05). The PAN managed to
win only four of the 24 directly elected seats in the Veracruz state legislature and lost its hold on the
Orizaba mayor's office to the PRI.
National PRI president Dulce Maria Sauri Riancho said the Veracruz election dispelled the theory
that Fox's election would have a "domino effect" on all other elections this year. "We have stopped
the blue wave," said PRI Gov. Aleman, referring to the official colors of the PAN. The strength of
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the PRI will be tested again this year in gubernatorial elections in Tabasco and Jalisco states. But the
center-right party scored victories in key mayoral elections in the cities of Cordoba and Veracruz.
The PAN also obtained slightly more than one-third of the statewide vote, giving the party an
additional four at-large seats that were distributed based on percentage of the vote received. The
Veracruz elections were by far the most disappointing for the PRD, which obtained only 15% of the
total vote statewide.
The center-left party failed to win a single directly elected seat in the state legislature and lost the
mayor's offices in the cities of Coatzacoalcos, Minatitlan, Tuxpan, and the state capital of Xalapa.
PRD officials attributed the party's poor showing in Veracruz to "internal divisions and the effects of
the party's poor showing in the July 2 presidential and congressional elections."
The Xalapa race was won by minor party Convergencia Democratica (CD), which narrowly defeated
the PAN. The CD, one of the coalition partners with the PRD in the national elections, was created
by former Veracruz governor Dante Delgado. "Convergencia Democratica demonstrated by its
victory in Xalapa that we have a legitimate party," said Delgado. (Sources: Novedades, 08/23/00;
Associated Press, 09/04/00; La Jornada, 08/31/00, 09/05/00; El Financiero, Novedades, 09/05/00; El
Economista, 09/05/00, 09/06/00; El Universal, 09/06/00, 09/07/00; Reforma, 09/05-08/00; Excelsior,
09/05/00, 09/12/00)
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